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Special pathogens (SPs)
are infections that are both
contagious and dangerous
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novel influenza strains
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Dispatch
and Triage

Screen patients for exposures within the past
21days (sick contacts, international travel),
especially during known outbreaks.

Look for evidence of communicable disease
(fever, rash, cough, gastrointestinal
symptoms).

Patients with a suspected SP should be isolated
from other patients and have a surgical mask
placed over the face or oxygen delivery
device, if tolerated and not intubated.

Public health notification of a patient witha

Patient Management

During Infectious Disease
Outbreaks and Disasters

Personal Protective Equipment

Multiple types exist for different SPs.

Use checklists to ensure safety (especially for EVD/VHF).

Understand and drill in different forms of PPE to ensure your own

safety and minimize delays in care.

Avoid direct contact until proper PPE is donned.

Hand hygiene with soap and water is preferred for many SPs,

especially if gloves are visibly soiled.

Doffing for suspected EVD/VHEF is a high-risk activity and must

be donein a dedicated PPE removal area.

Items marked below with an asterisk (*) may be appropriate in some
circumstances but are never wrong to use if uncertain.
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